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SBC Roof Series: Steep Sloped Roofing Systems

A steep slope roof refers to a roofing system with a significant incline or pitch. Typically, a roof
is considered steep slope if it has a slope of 4:12 or greater, meaning that for every 12 inches of
horizontal run, the roof's rise is 4 inches or more.

Here are some key characteristics and considerations for steep slope roofs:

1. Aesthetic Appeal: Steep slope roofs often offer an architectural appeal, adding visual
interest and distinctiveness to the overall appearance of a building or home. The steeper
pitch can complement various architectural styles, including traditional or historic
designs.

2. Effective Water Shedding: The steep angle of the roof allows for efficient water
shedding, helping to prevent the accumulation of water, snow, and debris.

3. Enhanced Ventilation: Steep slope roofs can provide improved natural ventilation,
promoting airflow under the roof deck and aiding in the prevention of moisture buildup
and heat retention.

4. Roofing Materials: Steep slope roofs accommodate a wide range of roofing materials,
including asphalt shingles, clay or concrete tiles, metal shingles, wood shakes, and slate,
offering versatility in design and performance.

5. Installation Complexity: Due to the steep angle, the installation and maintenance of
steep slope roofs can be more challenging, requiring careful attention to safety and
proper fastening techniques.

6. Drainage: Proper drainage systems, such as gutters, downspouts, and gutter guards, are
essential for effective water management on steep slope roofs.

Steep slope roofs are popular in many regions due to their functional and aesthetic benefits, but
their installation and maintenance require specialized expertise and careful attention to safety
considerations. Proper design and construction of steep slope roofs are crucial for ensuring
long-term performance and protection against the elements.
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