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TERMS 

Aluminum Fences - Lightweight and durable, aluminum fences are the industry standard.  

Aluminum fencing materials are frequently used as opposed to iron because of their rust-resistant 
characteristics. Aluminum also has the ability to adapt with the sloping of your backyard landscape. 

Grade Change/Slope with Aluminum Fencing: 

Racking 

Often called a racked fence, this fencing variation is manufactured with a strong angle to ensure the rails 

run parallel to the ground and the pickets are angled straight. With racking, the gap between the rail and 

ground remains the same to keep a consistent and uniform look. If you have a steep grade however, 

racking might not be the best approach. The limit for racking is a 18 degree grade. 

 

 

Stepping 

With a stepped fence, the pickets and rails are perpendicular to one another and are attached to the post 

as you move up the slope (like a set of stairs). As the slope increases, so does the gap between the 

sections. Stepping is not an ideal fencing solution if you have small animals.  

 

 

Good Neighbor Fence 

Built identically on both sides, a Good Neighbor Fence is designed with the intention to negate 

disagreements with your neighbors on who gets the “good” or “bad” side of the fence. With a Good 

Neighbor Fence, the face of the pickets alternate sides with each fencing section. 

https://austexdev.wpengine.com/fence-etiquette-sharing-a-fence-with-your-neighbor/


 

                                                                        Glossary & Terms-Fencing 

WEATHER EVENT LLC  Copyright © 2021 Weather Event LLC 

2 | P a g e  
 

 

 

Shadowbox 

A semi-private fence, a shadowbox fence gets its name from the shadow that is cast from the intricate 

design of the fence. As opposed to a traditional fence, with a shadowbox fence, the pickets are placed 

both in front of and behind a fence line. One of the most popular benefits of shadowbox fences is they are 

very aesthetically pleasing and they look the same on both sides of the fence. 

 

Western Red Cedar 

Our preferred wood fence material due to its ability to maintain consistent moisture in high-humidity 

areas and heavy rains. Another benefit of the Western Red Cedar is that it contains natural oils which repel 

wood burrowing insects. This type of wood is also pitch and resin-free, so it’s ideal for holding a variety of 

stains. 

Wood Warping 

Wood expands and shrinks depending on the moisture levels of the air in the surrounding area. Drier wood 

absorbs water and expands until it reaches the same moisture levels as the atmosphere; the same thing 

happens with wet wood, it shrinks until it’s moisture levels are balanced with the surrounding atmosphere. 

This balance is known as Equilibrium Moisture Content, or EMC, and it plays a large part in wood warping. 

All wood reaches its EMC eventually, but it can take months, so if the wood in your fence hasn’t reached 

its EMC yet, you could face wood warping. There are several factors that play into how long wood will take 

To reach it’s EMC: size, grain, coating, and the temperature 

 

Size: The thicker the wood plank, the longer it takes to lose or absorb moisture. 

Grain: End grain of wood takes a shorter amount of time to reach EMC than other grain variations. 

Coating: Wood that’s been painted or sealed takes longer to reach EMC. 

Temperature: Warmer climates promote EMC. 

Wood warping occurs when wood experiences EMC at different times, or different moisture levels at 

different times. Other reasons wood fences may warp are incorrect installation, the incorrect use of nails, 

and the quality of wood used. 

 

 

 

https://austexdev.wpengine.com/features-of-shadowbox-style-fences/
https://austexdev.wpengine.com/guide-fence-materials/
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Glossary 

 

Aluminized – In chain link fence, describes fabric woven from steel wire that is coated with aluminum 
before weaving. Could also apply in decorative fence or railing system. 

Barbed tape – Strip of metal, machined to produce clusters of sharp points. 

Barbed wire – Wire constructed with sharp edges or points arranged at intervals. Most often used in 
agricultural fencing, where it is suitable for cattle but not horses or fleeced animals. 

Bottom rail – Horizontal member of the framework running continuously along the bottom edge of the 
fence. 

Brace band – A strip of metal shaped to fit around a post and used with a carriage bolt and nut to attach 
the rail end to the post. Also used for attaching barbed wire, tension wire, and other items to a terminal 
post. 
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Cantilever slide gate – Any horizontal slide gate spanning an opening, lacking a top or bottom support 
within that opening. It is counter-balanced with additional framework (weight) to support the gate while it 
is closed. 

Center stop – A device to receive and hold the drop bar on a double gate. 

Chain link – A fence made from steel posts and chain link fabric, typically galvanized but can be vinyl 
covered. Fabric wires run vertically and are bent and hooked together in a zig-zag pattern creating a 
diamond shape. Very commonly used commercially and can be topped with barbed wire for security. 

Corner post – A post at the corner where two lines of fencing meet, usually at a 90-degree angle. 

Deer fence – A fence 7½ to 8 feet high designed to prevent the passage of deer. 

Diamond – The mesh opening formed by the woven wires in chain link fence fabric. 

Diamond count – The number of diamond openings from one edge of the fabric to the other. The count of 
a given fabric shall begin at the first completed diamond at one edge and continue to the unfinished half 
or full opening at the other edge. 

Double swing gate – A hinged gate with two leaves, most often used to gate driveways or other areas that 
demand a wide gate. 

Drop bar – Component of a double gate latch assembly. (Sometimes called drop rod) 

End post – A post that marks the end of a fence line, with holes on only one side for attaching rails. End 
posts are typically used as gate posts or terminal posts, such as where the fence abuts a house. 

Fabric – Fencing material made from wire helically wound and interwoven in such a manner as to provide 
a continuous mesh without knots or ties except in the form of knuckling or of twisting the ends of wires to 
form the selvage of the fabric. 

Fence line – The actual position of the fence. 

Fence tie – Ties that are used in chain link fencing to attach the fence to the line posts. 

Frame hinge – A fitting that attaches to the gate frame and functions with the post hinge to enable the 
gate to swing. 
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Framework – The basic structure supporting the installed fabric and gates, namely the posts, top rails, 
braces and bottom rail (when specified). 

Galvanized – A protective zinc coating applied to steel or iron to prevent rusting. Can refer to steel 
fasteners, such as nails or screws, or steel fabric. 

Galvanized after weaving (GAW) – In chain link fabric, describes steel fabric that is zinc coated after 
weaving. 

Galvanized before weaving (GBW) – In chain link fabric, describes steel fabric that is zinc coated before 
weaving. This process provides a smoother fabric with a more uniform zinc coating, enhancing the rust 
protection. 

Gate – Structure that allows access through the fence. 

Gate frame – The structural members of the gate. 

Gate latch – A fitting to hold the gate in place when closed. 

Gate opening – The clear distance between the gate posts. 

Gate post – The post to which a gate is attached by hinges and latches. It may also be used as a terminal 
post. 

Gauge – Diameter of the coated wire used to make the fabric. The finer the wire, the higher the gauge. 
Also the thickness of the tubing or pipe used in the framework. 

Height – In chain link fence, the distance before stretching from the top edge of knuckle or twist to the 
bottom edge of the knuckle or twist of the fabric. 

High-tensile wire – Wire fencing made of strong wires that run horizontally through insulators, attached to 
fence posts. 

Hog ring – A pre-formed open wire clip designed to close up into a ring to secure chain link fabric to 
horizontal tension wire. 

Intermediate rail – Horizontal member of the framework running continuously at any point between the 
top and bottom of the fence (sometimes called middle rail). 
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Knotted – Mesh that is produced by knotting together steel wires that have been arranged vertically and 
horizontally. 

Knuckle – The selvage obtained by interlocking adjacent pairs of wire ends and bending the wire back into 
a loop. 

Lattice fencing: Wood fencing, usually cedar, constructed of prefabricated lattice panels. 

Line post – A post located between terminal or end posts to provide support for the fence. 

Line post cap – A cap or top with a loop used to position the top rail or tension wire on top of the line 
posts. (Also called loop cap) 

Line rail clamp – A two-piece clamp with carriage bolts and nuts designed for 180 degree horizontal rail 
connections to a line post. 

Loop cap – In chain link fencing, a cap for a line post that has a loop through which to pass the top rail or 
tension wire. 

Mesh  – Fencing which results from the connection of vertical and horizontal wires. Depending on the 
connection method and diameter of the wires used, the tighter the mesh weave, the more resistant. In 
chain link fabric, the clear distance between parallel wires forming the diamond. 

Middle rail – Same as intermediate rail. 

Offset hinge – A swing gate hinge that permits the gate to swing 180 degrees from the closed to the open 
position. 

Ornamental fencing – Any fence that is made of, or imitates, a cast iron fence. Provides for traditional 
fencing needs with added aesthetic appeal. 

Panel clamp – A two-piece clamp with carriage bolt and nut designed to secure prefabricated panels 
together. 

Perimeter fence – Fence line around the outer boundary of a piece of property. 

Picket – A vertical fence board or element that attaches to the rails. Pickets can be made from any 
material but are most commonly used in wood, aluminum, iron and vinyl fences, and are usually evenly 
spaced. 
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Pool code fence – Any fence that meets the local municipal requirements regarding pool fencing; i.e. 
height, space between pickets, anti-climb, direction of gates and height of the gate latch. 

Post cap – A fitting that covers the top of a fence post, usually to exclude water from entering the post, 
but also used as a decorative element in vinyl and cedar. 

Post hinge – A fitting that attaches to the gate post, and functions with the frame hinge receptor, 
permitting the gate to swing. 

Post & rail – Any fence made from horizontal rails fastened to vertical posts. 

Post & wire – A lower cost alternative to post & rail; when used for horses it should include a sight board. 

Privacy fence – A fence with close fitting vertical pickets that block views into a yard or area. 

PVC – Poly-vinyl chloride coating on fence materials. 

Rail – A horizontal support element to which fence boards or pickets are attached. The distance between 
rails is known as rail spacing. 

Rail end – A cup-shaped fitting used with a brace band to connect the top rail or brace to a post. 

Rail end band – Same as brace band. 

Rail spacing – The distance between the rails on a fence. In general, the more rails there are, the closer the 
spacing. 

Raking – The installation of fence sections that allow the fence to follow the grade. 

Section – The run of fence between two posts. 

Selvage – The edge finish on woven chain link fabric joining pairs of pickets. The selvage may be knuckled 
or twisted (barbed). Standard selvage is K&K when the fabric is under 72″, and K&B when the fabric is 72″ 
high or above. 

Semi-private – Fence that provides a balance of privacy and airflow. Slight spacing between the pickets 
allows light and air to enter, while still offering just the right amount of privacy. 

Sight board – A top board running between the posts on a fence constructed of posts and wire. A horse’s 
nearsightedness in combination with their size, startle reflex and tendency to run makes it imperative to 
install a ‘sight board’ so they don’t run into or through the wire fence. 
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Single swing gate: Any hinged gate that is built with only one leaf. 

Sleeve, top rail – A fitting used to join two pieces of top rail together end to end, when a swaged top rail is 
not used. 

Split Rail – A post and rail fence made from rough hewn wood, usually consisting of two or three 
horizontal rails that fit into notched posts. 

Stair stepping – A method for installing fence on a steep grade, with uniform sections installed at different 
heights to create a stair-step appearance. 

Stretching – The process of putting tension at the end of the fabric to make it hang uniformly and taught 
along the line of fence between terminal posts. 

Swage – The formed end of a piece of top rail so that it will fit into and join another piece of top rail. 

Tension band – In chain link fence, an offset strip of metal shaped to fit around the terminal post and used 
with a carriage bolt and nut to attach the tension bar to the post. 

Tension bar – The bar used with tension bands or other post connectors to secure the fabric to a terminal 
post. The bar is slid down into the very last fabric lace where it is closest to the terminal post. 

Tension wire – A wire, with or without a pattern on it. Typically used along the top of a chain link fence in 
place of a top rail or along the bottom of a chain link fence for additional security. (Sometimes called coil 
spring wire, or coil wire) 

Terminal post – The load-bearing post for a line of fencing. The terminal post can be a corner, end or gate 
post. 

Tie – Wire, clip, or band used to attach the fabric to the top rail and line posts. 

Top rail – Horizontal member of the framework running from terminal post to terminal post on top of the 
line posts. 

Truss rod – A tension rod, used for bracing in gates and at terminal posts. May be threaded at one or both 
ends or contain a turnbuckle for adjusting tension. 

Turnbuckle – A tightening device used with an adjusting nut and a truss rod. 
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Vinyl fence – A prefabricated fence made of PVC plastic. Vinyl fencing can imitate a variety of fence 
designs, including post & rail, picket, lattice, and privacy. It tends to be easy to clean, resists weathering 
and has low maintenance requirements. 

Wire fencing – Fencing constructed of lines of wire pulled tight between fence posts. Most often used for 
agricultural fencing needs. 

Wood fencing – Any fence made from wood materials. Requires a higher level of maintenance than other 
fencing, in the form of painting or staining, to combat weathering. 

Woven wire – Fencing made of smooth horizontal wire held together by vertical wires or “stays”. The 
horizontal spacing is closer toward the bottom and wider at the top. It is held in place with wood posts or 
metal T-posts. Suitable for horses and ideal for goats, sheep, pigs and poultry because these animals can 
squeeze through larger-spaced wire and dig under or climb over other fences. 

Wrought iron – Fencing made of hardened, welded steel. More expensive than other fencing, but wrought 
iron fence is incredibly strong, long lasting and comes with the added options of ornamental design. 

 

 

 


